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Introduction 

The  21
st
 Century tourism is one of the largest and fast growing industries across the world. As being Tourism activity had 

been remarked the major source of foreign exchange as well as economic growth in many developing and developed 
countries. Tourism has wider implications encompassing not only economic benefits but also social and cultural. Cultural 
tourism is a fertile ground for exercising creative talents fostering special kind of relations between the visitors and the host 
populations. It encompasses economic, social, cultural, educational and political significance. The socio-economic and 
technological advancement of society have been resulted infrastructural development and consequently improvement of 
standard of living. 
 
Objectives of the Study: 
The major objective of this study is to understand and analyze the pattern of the tourist flow through Travel circuit’s 
destinations in the state of Karnataka.  
 
Data Base and Methodology: 
 Basically this study is based on the secondary data collected from various departments such as Department of 
Tourism (Karnataka), India Tourism Development Corporation and from the private agencies working in this field. Statistical 
and cartographical techniques & GIS tool has been used to process the data and interpret the result. 
 
Study Area:   
 Karnataka lies in the region south to the tropic of cancer. It is located on the Indian peninsular plateau. It occupies 
the Western & southern part of India. The latitudinal extent is between 11

0
30

1
North parallel to 18

0
 30

1
 North Parallel while a 

longitudinal extent is 74
0
 East of Greenwich to 78

0
 30

1
East of prime Meridian of longitudes. The western boundary of the 

state is bordered by the Arabian Sea. The State of Maharashtra & Goa lies on the north and north-west of Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh is to the east of Karnataka where as Tamil Nadu lies towards south east and Kerala is located towards 
south of Karnataka. It cover area of 1, 91,791 sq.km and it occupies a total 5.8 % land of the country. The North-South extent 
of Study area is 750 km and its East-West extent is 400 km. The Major Tourist Destination are Classified as follow       
Natural Beauty- Coorge, Madikere, Historical – Hampi, Badami, Pilgrimage- Dharmastala, Kollur. 

As regards population, Karnataka ranks 9
th
 in the country. According to the census of 2011 Karnataka has a 

population of 61,130,704 people. There are 50.9% male and while the females are 49.1 percent. The density of population in 
the state is largely uneven due to many geographical, developmental, and other factors. According to the 2011 census, the 
general density in the state is 320 people per sq.km. The highest point in Karnataka is the Mullayanagiri hill in 
Chikkmagaluru district which has an altitude of 1929 meters above sea level. 
 There are naturally landscaped hill stations like Coorg, Chikkmagaluru, Kudremukha, Nandi Hills etc. and valley with 
scenic beauty the numerous historical forts that are spread throughout the state, the beautiful palaces, places of cultural 
heritage and the magnificent long cost line in the state. Apart from these attractions there are National parks, wildlife 
sanctuaries and as well as various places of pilgrimage. These destinations are attracting domestic as well as the 
international tourists. Therefore state has emerged as an important instrument for economic and social development of 
Karnataka. 
 

 Abstract: 

Tourism is one of the largest and fast growing industries in the world. The concept of Tourist Travel circuit has been studied and applied in 
studies related to developing countries of the world. The present concept is based on periodic market cycle. The basic aim is to identify and 
analyze the pattern of tourist Travel circuit. Karnataka is located on the Indian Peninsular Plateau. For this purpose secondary data has been 
used to analysis the tourist travels circuits and its geographical and tourism characteristics. With the help of GIS a tourist travel circuit map was 
prepared and interpreted accordingly. There are total five tourist travel circuits having different natural, cultural, historical characteristics. The 
study reveals that out of five circuits the maximum flow of tourist visits to Coastal circuit destinations which is top ranking and it includes, 
Dakshina Kannada, Udupi and Uttara Kannada districts. Followed by Southern Travel Circuit which is rich in  Archeological, Religious, 
Historical background it includes Bangalore, Mandya, Tumakur, Mysore, Hassan, and Kolar districts.  The study suggests that there is wide 
scope for the development of agro tourist destination in between two important destinations. The circuit number five is unable to attract tourist 
as it is famous for wild life travel circuit, here also wide scope for attracting maximum number of tourists by providing basic and ultra modern 
amenities for the tourist.  
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Major Tourist Travel Circuit in Karnataka State: 
 
Circuit 1: Religious or Coastal Tourist Travel Circuit: 
The destinations in Religious or Coastal Tourist Travel Circuit are located across the districts of Dakshina Kannada, Udupi 
and Uttara Kannada, which cover the major coastal regions of Karnataka. The tourism destinations identified consists of a 
number of major and emerging destinations. The city of Mangalore is the largest urban centre in the circuit and the natural 
entry point cum hub for the destinations in Religious or Coastal Tourist Travel Circuit. Given the geographic spread of the 
tourism destinations, there are other towns which can be secondary hubs cum accommodation points in addition to 
Mangalore, namely Udupi and Karwar. The Religious(Gokarana, Murdehwar and Shree Krishna Temple  Udupi) or Coastal 
Tourist Travel Circuit forms a longitudinal circuit along the Karnataka coastline with the distance between both ends being 
around 290 kilometers. The characteristics of circuit 1 is a combination of beaches, backwaters, scenic and religious 
destinations. Therefore this circuit contribute 91 per cent of the overall tourist inflows to the districts. 
 
Tourist Flow in Religious or Coastal Tourist Travel Circuit: The destinations in Religious or Coastal Tourist Travel 
Circuit are located across the three coastal districts of Dakshina Kannada, Udupi and Uttara Kannada. The contribution of 
the above districts to the overall tourist inflows to Karnataka is provided in the Table 1.1 below. The three districts contribute 
around 16% of the total tourist inflows to Karnataka and 8.6% of international visitors. In this circuit high proportion of 
domestic tourist inflow in Dakhsina Kannada district destination and international tourist inflow is toward Uttar Kannada 
district. 

 
 

Table 1.1 Tourist Flow in Religious or Coastal Tourist Travel Circuit 

Destination Domestic Tourist International Tourist Total 

Dakshina 
Kannada 

87,69,681 
(99.97per cent) 

2577 
(0.029 per cent) 

87,72258 
(100 per cent) 

Udupi  27,51,891 
(99.62 per cent) 

10,477 
(0.37 per cent) 

27,62,368 
(100 per cent) 

 

Uttara 
Kannada 

20,05,769 
(98.21 per cent) 

36,533  (1.78 per cent) 20,42,302 
(100 per cent) 

Source: Report of Department of Tourism 2012 
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Circuit 2: Southern Tourist Travel Circuit: 
  This Tourist travel Circuit Covers Bangalore Mysore Mandya Srirangapatana-  Sravanabelagola- Halebid- Belur – 
Hasan Tumakur Nandi Hills etc. Bangalore is busy destination for domestic tourist while Mysore is busy for international 
tourist flow. Because Bangalore and Mysore is famous for religious, historical, and natural beauty.  Tumakur and Mandya 
district is low proportion of inflow tourists domestic and international tourists.  
 
 

Table 1.2 Southern Tourist Travel Circuit’s Tourist Flow 

Si.No. Name of the District Domestic Tourist International Tourist Total  

1 Bangalore 2556416  
(98.37per cent)  59.27 

42118   0.97 
(1.62per cent) 

2598534 
(100 per cent) 

2 Tumkur 92362 
(99.87per cent)2.14 

112 
(0.137per cent 2) 

92474 
(100 per cent) 

3 Hassan 125381 
(95.93per cent)2.90 

1307 
(4.07per cent)  

126688 
(100 per cent) 

4 Mysore 1400367 
(96.9637per cent)32.47 

43783 1.01 
(3.0337per cent)  

1444150 
(100 per cent) 

 

5 Mandya 50517(99.68per cent)1.17 161 
(0.31) 

50678 
(100 per cent) 

 

    4312524 

Source: Report of Department of Tourism 2005-2006 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Circuit 3: Northern Karnataka Circuit: 

This Tourist Travel Circuit Covers Hubli- Dharwad-Gadag-Hampi- Hospet- Badami-Pattadakal-Aihole-Bijapur- Bidar- 
Gulbarga-Yadagir- Raichur, Bellari Destinations.   
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Table 1.3 Northern Tourist Travel Circuit’s Tourist Flow 

Si.No. Name of the District  Domestic Tourist International Tourist Total 

1 Dharwad 100924(19.75) 154 101078 

2 Bagalkot 63250(12.37) 213 63463 

3 Bijapur 177928(34.80) 2574(0.50) 18052 

4 Raichur 84540(16.53) 93 84633 

5 Gulbarga 175658(34.36) 693(0.13) 176351 

6 Bidar 67368(13.17) 210 67578 

    511155 

Source: Department of Tourism 2005-2006 
 

As per table 1.3 Northern Tourist Travel Circuit’s Tourist Flow Shows that Bijapur (34.80per cent) is the top most 
destinations for domestic as well as international tourist. It  is famous for the historical monuments while Gol Gumbaz is 
world heritage center. Followed by Bagalkot ,Gulbarga, Dharwad, Hubali, Raichur, and Bidar etc. In these Hampi, Aiwale, 
Pattadkal are historical heritage destination while Badami, Hubali Kudalsangm and Ganagapur a religious destinations 
located in this circuit. 
 
Circuit 4: Resort circuit: 
This circuits covering the hill stations like Mercara(Coorg) Chikkmagaluru, Kudremukha, Nandi Hills, Sandur, Biligere, 
Rangan Hills etc. In this circuit domestic as well as international tourists flow to Madikere destination. It is rich for natural 
beauty so it is known as Scotland of India. 

 
Table 1.4 Resort Tourist Travel Circuit’s Tourist Flow 

Sr.No. Name of the District Domestic Tourist International Tourist Total 

1 Chamarajnagar 24255 (10.40per cent) 00 24255 

2 Madikere 133434 (57.23 per cent) 2445 (1.04 per cent) 135879 

3 Chickkamanglore 72795 (31.22 per cent) 200 0.08 72995 

Source: Department of Tourism 2005-2006 
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 Conclusion: 

Tourism is one of the largest and fast growing industries across the world. Karnataka is the hub of tourism. The 
study reveals that  Millions of domestic and foreign tourists visit to Karnataka because of promotional efforts taken by 
government of Karnataka. As par number of tourist flow to the each destinations the  coastal circuit ranks first to attracting 
high proportion of domestic tourist inflow in Dakhsina Kannada district destination and international tourist inflow is toward 
Uttar Kannada district.  

The second ranking tourist travel circuit is Southern circuits where Bangalore and Mysore is famous for religious, 
historical, and natural destinations are located..  In Northern circuits Bijapur is the top most destinations for domestic as well 
as international tourist. Resort circuits covering the hill stations like Mercara(Coorg) Chikkmagaluru, Kudremukha, Nandi 
Hills, Sandur, Biligere, Rangan Hills etc. In this circuit domestic as well as international tourists flow to Madikere destination. 
Apart from these circuits a tourist undertake his won choice covering religious, historical and natural scenic places therefore 
the study suggests that a different tourist travel circuit should be identified for example Bijapur 
(Historical),Kudalsangam(Religious)Humpy(Heritage) , Bangalore and Mysore (Cultural) destinations. Therefore it is said that 

Karnataka, a Mini Incredible India is the country’s fourth most popular tourist destination. 
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